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the main issue; but that only shows how much moie
important they consider the so-called irrelevancies. The
observer has to guard against an arbitrary judgment, whereby
he explains the actual main interests of the patient as
irrelevant from the angle of a subjective, theoretical pre-
supposition. In estimating values, he must hold strictly to
objective criteria. Thus, for example, if a patient wastes
hours complaining about her servants instead of coming to
the main conflict, which had perhaps been accurately seen by
t^e doctor; this means that the servant-complex has actually
a higher energic value than the still unconscious conflict,
which will perhaps reveal itself as the nuclear element only
during the further course of treatment. Or it means that the
inhibition, arising from the highly valued conscious position,
holds the nuclear element in the unconscious through an
over-compensation.
3. For the determination of the intensity of affective
phenomena we have objective methods which, though not
measuring the amount of the affect, still permit an estima-
tion. Experimental psychology has given us a string of such
methods. Apart from time measurements, which determine
the inhibition in the association-process rather than the actual
affect, we have in particular the following means :—
 (a)	the pulse curve.1
 (b)	the respiration curve.2
 (c)	the psycho-galvanic phenomenon,3
The easily recognizable changes in these curves permit
estimates to be made concerning the intensity of the dis-
turbing cause. It is also possible, as experience has sufficiently
1 See H, Berger, Kdrperliche Aeusserungen psychischer Zustttnde,
1904. A. Lehmann, Kdrperliche Aeusserungen psycUscher Zusttinde,
Uebers. Bendixen, 1899.
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